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long-term sick-leave patients. A
follow-up examination of a
population-based cohort was
conducted to examine the
psychosocial characteristics of long-
term sick-leave patients. The cohort
consisted of all patients who in 1974
had received sickness benefit for 4 or
more weeks (n = 91). In the follow-
up study, the patients (n = 80) who
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had been on sick-leave for a year or
more (median, 1.9 years) were
individually interviewed (Jan 1,
1980-Sept 30, 1984). In accordance
with the National Institute of
Medicine, the psychosocial
characteristics of long-term sick-
leave patients were examined by a
number of variables. The results
indicated that long-term sick-leave
patients were characterized by more
severe psychopathology, more
conflicts with their partners and
difficulties concerning the children,
lower self-esteem, more symptoms
of depression, and poorer coping
skills than did other patients who had
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been on sick-leave for shorter
periods. The only psychosocial
variable which was related to the
amount of sick-leave was the number
of suicidal attempts.Prominent
lawyers for the retailers and the
retailers themselves have warned
against the move. "The time has
come to tell retailers to keep their
prices down — not tax us," said an
antirust activist in Aichi Prefecture's
Toyota, near the city of Toyota, on
Thursday. While shoppers are
unhappy with the recent price hikes,
they think they have little recourse
other than to let merchants know
what they think of the edict. "If they
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keep their prices high, we'll refuse to
shop with them." The National
Association of Shoppers Unions,
which drafts the petition, thinks the
boycott would hurt the retailers more
than the customers. They are hopeful
the consumer movement will create a
groundswell that will make the
government repeal the prices-
donation system and the new
tax.Sling TV, a streaming service
backed by Dish, is expanding in
more markets, adding 34 new
markets where the service will be
available on at least one of the major
platform and filling in the gaps
where that service is not available in
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